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HISTORICAL ORIGIN OF THE PRINCIPLE OF 
DEMOCRATIC MEMBER CONTROL

From Rochdale Equitable Pioneers Society

To the Statement on the Cooperative Identity 

of the ICA (1995)

• Cooperatives are democratic organisations controlled by their members, who
actively participate in setting their policies and making decisions. Men and
women serving as elected representatives are accountable to the membership. In
primary cooperatives members have equal voting rights (one member, one vote)
and cooperatives at other levels are also organised in a democratic manner.

Second Principle: Democratic Member Control



CURRENT FORMULATION AND ITS INTERPRETATION 
ACCORDING TO SPANISH REGULATIONS

• General rule and exceptions to one
member, one vote principle

• Common aspects and differences

Interpretation in the
Spanish regulations



PROBLEMS OF THE PRINCIPLE OF DEMOCRATIC 
MEMBER CONTROL

Main problem: 
Little active 
participation

Feeling of little
representation

Lack of
compromise

Disinformation

Gender
inequality



REINTERPRETATION OF THE PRINCIPLE AND LIMITS

Flexibility in the “one 
member, one vote” 

principle

Possibilities for equal 
gender participation

The use of new 
technologies

General Assembly of 
Delegates

Conflict resolution 
between members and the 

cooperative

Forms of government 
with less power of the 

General Assembly

Making active 
participation a duty

Loss of cooperative 
nature

Other best practices



CONCLUSIONS

Greater flexibility in the 
conception of the 
democratic principle

Encouraging active member 
participation

To ensure application of the
principle in every
cooperative
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